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"Perhaps," he wrote, "what I am writing at present will be
superior to anything I have written so far."
In the meantime Wrangel had returned to Copenhagen
and found Dostoevski's two desperate letters. He at once
sent the money necessary for the return trip to Russia and
invited Dostoevsky to spend a few days with him, and
Feodor Mikhailovich gladly accepted.
He arrived in Copenhagen on October i and on October
10 left for St. Petersburg. Upon his return to the Russian
capital he suffered three consecutive epileptic seizures.
"Nevertheless I am up and working," he wrote to Wrangel.
The three hundred rubles that he had asked of Katkov
finally reached him after having been sent to Wiesbaden,
but now the money was insufficient.
"I am writing for your magazine, and consequently I can-
not accept other offers that would enable me to subsist in
one way or another. Now I am penniless, and I have pawned
my clothes. Therefore I beg you to send me an advance of
one thousand rubles."
Mikhail's family was in dire straits, and Dostoevsky him-
self was being persecuted by a few remaining creditors with
whom he had not yet settled.
"Some of them are sensible and have accepted my offer to
pay my debts by installments over a period of five years,
but others will not listen. This puts me on edge and upsets me
for long periods. Then I have to sit down and write. It is
sometimes impossible."
Epileptic fits also delayed his work, and to complete his
bad luck, a hemorrhoidal difficulty kept him bedridden for
two weeks. Notwithstanding all this, and by dint of frantic
labor, the greater part of his novel was written by November.
But he was dissatisfied with it and burned his manuscript.